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M. Dwyer, St. Mary's Church, Clinton; The Classical 
Reading League, Professor G. D. Kellogg; Suggestions 
for Creating an Esprit de Corps among Pupils in Latin, 
Mrs. Mae Fuller Chaffee, High School, Cortland; The 
New Syllabus for the First Two Years of High School 
Latin, Dr. S. Dwight Arms, New York State Education 
Department. 

Willis M. Galloway, Secretary-Treasurer. 

THE CLASSICAL READING LEAGUE' 

The Classical Reading League should by this time 
be familiar, at least by name, to most teachers of Latin 
in New York State. The circulars describing it were 
widely distributed. 

The Classical Reading League is not a free Corres- 
pondence Course. No fee is charged and it is not 
expected that, while it is managed on the present plan, 
exercises should be corrected or translation difficulties 
explained and collateral reading recommended by mail. 
No one can predict into what such a Classical Reading 
League may eventually grow. But, as at present 
organized, the Classical Reading League is what its 
name implies, a league for private reading. The com- 
mittee in charge this year, headed by Union College 
through its chairman, offers a number of carefully 
selected Greek and Latin courses, with text books and 
collateral reading clearly indicated, and requests that 
quarterly reports be sent by readers to the chairman. 

The purpose of The Classical Reading League is to 
encourage private reading of the Classics, by helping 
readers to make interesting and profitatle selections. 
For many years educators in this country have been 
deploring the fact that many teachers have enjoyed 
only limited opportunities for advanced study in the 
specialties which they are teaching. Some have been 
to College or to Normal School ; a few have attended 
graduate courses in the Universities. Undoubtedly the 
great mass of teachers are not, strictly speaking, pro- 
fessional teachers; nine -tenths are women, who are not 
planning to make school-teaching a life-work, but rather 
an honorable and profitable means of self-support, until 
they assume the joys and the cares of the honorable 
estate of matrimony and apply their teaching experience 
in the sphere of their own homes. In reality there are 
relatively few trained professional teachers, who are 
destined to perfect themselves in their specialty and 
continue their private and professional studies widely 
and deeply, both for love of their profession and because 
their professional advancement so largely depends upon 
it. 

Now it should not be a matter of argument, that to 
teach Latin acceptably, and to hand down to the 
younger generation in its unimpaired integrity the 
classical tradition, the teacher should be equipped with 
something more than a method for teaching language, 
and something more than a knowledge of the few pages 
of text in which the pupils must be drilled. Obviously 
the younger teachers, upon whom often falls the full 
burden and responsibility of giving beginners their start 
in classical instruction, would find it of immense advan- 
tage, both to their own cultural life and to their profes- 
sional success, if they had some knowledge of the wider 
reaches of Latin life and literature; yes, a knowledge 
of the Greek language and literature as well, and a love 
for the ancient classical spirit as manifested in its 
literary, historical and artistic monuments. 

Every teacher of Latin should remember that he is a 
transm itter of the great classical tradition, and a recog- 

x This paper was read before The Classical Section of the New 
York State Teachers' Association, December 20, 1916. To the 
League reference was made in The Classical Weekly 9.223, 10. 
104. Inquiries concerning the League should be addressed to 
Professor Kellogg, Chairman of the Committee in charge of the 
League, 1916-1917. c. K. 



nized inspirer of American youth, to the end that they 
may be kindled with a love for the great achievements 
of the past and themselves become transmitters of the 
torch of ancient culture. 

The Classical Reading League is but a modest 
attempt to make it pleasant and easy for every teacher 
of Latin or Greek or both in this State to enlist in a 
campaign of self-cultivation and professional advance- 
ment. Membership is voluntary; it requires practi- 
cally no expense; it entails no onerous obligatiors; no 
difficult fields for study and investigation; it involves 
really no considerable outlay of time; it offers coopera- 
tion in courses of reading, making profitable the banding 
together of teachers or teachers and pupils in reading 
circles, classical clubs and the like; and finally it 
promises to those who follow a course through, honor- 
able mention, to be made at the annual meeting of The 
Classical Section of The New York State Teachers' 
Association, and to be printed in the periodical of the 
Association, known as The Journal. 

Is the work required so formidable as to deter a busy 
teacher from joining ? How much reading is required in 
the average course? Fifty pages! That is, one page a 
week! Only six lines per day! Each course offered 
this year may be taken with reference to the subject 
being taught in the teacher's classes. The passages 
from Caesar are easy and excellent material for sight 
reading, involving few syntactical or vocabulary 
difficulties. The same is true of the selections from the 
Epistles and the Orations of Cicero, the Eclogues, 
Georgics and Aeneid of Vergil, Ovid's Metamorphoses, 
the Elegiac poets, Homer, Plato, Demosthenes, Elemen- 
tary Greek and Latin Prose Composition. No exami- 
nations are required, except in Elementary Greek, 
where the Regents examination will suffice. In other 
courses a statement that the course has been con- 
scientiously pursued is sufficient 

Already 227 teachers are enrolled for a total of 44.0 
courses: in Caesar, 1 1 1 ; Cicero, 89; Vergil,69; Ovid, 
47; Elegiac Poets, 24; Latin Composition, 40; Ele- 
mentary Greek, 9; Homer, 24; Plato, 16; Demos- 
thenes, II. This makes a total of 380 Latin courses, 
and 60 Greek courses. 

This is a very good beginning for the League. This 
year it is in charge of Union College; next year it will 
be in charge of the University of Rochester ; and i n turn 
the College of the City of New York, Hobart, Hamilton 
and Syracuse will conduct it. 

What are the results which we hope will be gained by 
a hearty cooperation in this Classical Reading League? 

(1) Teachers better read, more enthusiastic, more 
intelligent and adaptable. 

(2 ) Teachers with a more thorough knowledge of the 
Latin language, better equipped for Latin and Greek 
sight reading, and less timid about prosecuting it. 

(3) Teachers with a tighter grip on Prose Composi- 
tion — a knowledge that tends to give new interest to 
the reading and a feeling of authority. 

(4) Teachers will get a new incentive to do advanced 
or professional work at Universities and Summer Schools. 

(5) New life will be given to Classical Clubs in the 
Schools, and Classical Associations in the state and 
counties. 

(6) Our teachers will surely become better trans- 
mitters of the classical tradition. 

(7) The cause of the Classics will be more devotedly 
championed because better understood and intelligently 
pursued. 

(8) More pupils will begin and continue the studies 
of Latin and Greek. 

It is hard to see why all our Latin teachers do not 
enroll in this free and promising Reading League! 
Union College. GEORGE D. KELLOGG. 



